
Welcome to Mrs. Dettmer’s Class 

 

 

 

Communication 
Each child will receive a red folder at the start of the school year that will be 

used to send correspondence back and forth between parents and the school.  

Please use this folder to send in any correspondence for the office staff or 

myself throughout the school year.  Our first order of business each day will be 

to check the folders for any notes from home (i.e., transportation changes, 

absentee notes, ect.).  This folder should stay in your child’s backpack and come 

back and forth to school every day.  Please check this folder on a daily basis for 

pertinent information from myself or the office.   

 

At the start of each month, you will receive a classroom newsletter detailing 

upcoming curricular topics in math, science, social studies, and language arts.  

Similarly, the newsletter will keep you informed of special events both in the 

classroom and throughout the school (i.e., parties, field trips).  Communication 

through the newsletter is meant to provide a general overview of your child’s 

education.   

 

Should the need ever arise to discuss a particular concern or question about 

your child, please feel free to contact me directly either by phone (571-434-

3260) or email Crystal.Dettmer@lcps.org 

 

 

 

mailto:Crystal.Dettmer@lcps.org


Behavior 
I focus on a positive classroom environment and have high expectations for 

your child.  I have found that positive reinforcement works extremely well 

with kindergarten students.  Children will receive positive praise and/or 

stickers on their chart (working towards a prize from the treasure box) when 

they show proper classroom behavior.   

 

Behaviors that are unkind or disrupting to the learning process of the class are 

not acceptable.  The behavior management system for unwanted behaviors will 

be in the form of a “clip chart”.  Students will “move their clip” if they cause 

disruptions that interrupt or prevent other students from learning.  If a 

persistent disrupting behavior continues, a note will be sent home.   

Homework 
Student participation on completing homework assignments is optional at the 

kindergarten grade level; however, I usually find that kindergarten students are 

thrilled to have homework.  ☺   

 

At the start of each month, your child will receive a homework calendar to be 

kept at home or in the communication folder.  Students should complete each 

night’s homework on the day it is assigned along with 10-15 minutes of 

reading.  Only the homework that is assigned for Thursday will need to be 

returned to school each Friday in the folder.  Please help your child develop 

good homework habits by ensuring that they return their homework in a 

timely fashion.   

Water 
As our class no longer has a water fountain; it is encouraged that your child 

bring a reusable water bottle to school each day.  Please choose a water bottle 

that is leak proof!  Also, don’t forget to label your child’s water bottle with 

his/her name. 



Breakfast & Snack 
Please ensure that your child eats a healthy meal prior to their arrival at 

school.  If your family is in need of assistance in providing your child with 

breakfast/lunch, you may complete the “Meal Benefits Form” online, which can 

be found by going to the LCPS website under “Meals”.  If your family qualifies, 

your child will be eligible to receive a free or reduced price breakfast and 

lunch meal at school.  Breakfast is served in the cafeteria beginning at 7:30.  

Students should be finished with their meal and in the classroom by 7:50. 

 

Your child will have a 30 minute period to eat lunch at school.  Our lunch 

time is scheduled for 10:30.  As our lunch time falls earlier in the day, students 

will have a chance to eat a daily afternoon snack that they will bring from 

home.  Please be mindful that your child’s daily snack should be a healthy, non-

perishable item, and should also be peanut/nut free.  Please reference the 

snack sheet for additional information. 

Lunch 
Students are welcome to bring their own lunch or buy a lunch in the café.  A 

calendar of daily cafeteria lunches can be found on the Loudoun County 

website, as well as your Class Link app under “School Menu”.  A full lunch 

consists of an entrée, milk, unlimited fruit, and 2 vegetables.   

 

Each day I will help the children who are buying lunch as they make their 

lunch choices and enter their student number to purchase lunch.  Mrs. Hartzel 

will stay with our class during lunch to assist our kindergarteners as needed.     

 

I recommend having your child eat a practice lunch at home using his/her 

lunchbox.  This will help your child to practice opening/closing containers, 

repacking items bag into the lunchbox, and throwing trash away. 

  



  On a side note, please make sure to label your child’s lunch box, as many 

times children will have the same one as their classmates.   

Birthday Policy 
We are happy to recognize each child’s birthday by singing them a birthday 

song at the beginning of the school day; however, birthday snacks, parties, and 

favors are not permitted at school.  Birthday invitations can be passed out for 

you via the classroom teacher, only if each child in the class is invited to the 

party.  If a select group of students is to be invited to your child’s party, then 

invitations cannot be passed out at school.   

Specials 
All kindergarten classes receive 50 minutes of P.E. (2X a week), Music, Art, 

and Library.  Your child will receive grades in Music, Art, and P.E. on the 

report card.  Additionally, our kindergarten class will have the opportunity to 

participate in 30 minutes of a bi-weekly Guidance and SEARCH lesson.   

Transportation 
At the end of each day, kindergartners will always be dropped off to their bus, 

daycare, and kiss-and-go/walker spot by myself or Mrs. Hartzel. 

 
If there is any change in your child’s normal routine of after-school 

transportation, please provide me with a written note indicating the change.  If 

I do not receive a written note, your child will be sent home via his/her 

normal transportation (i;e., verbal notifications and emails are not acceptable).  

If you (or another adult) will be picking your child up early from school, please 

let me know in writing as well.  If your child is going to be picked up by 

someone else (either at school or at the bus stop), please send in a note 

indicating the change in plans, as well as the name of the person picking up 

your child.  I ask that you always write the date on your note for the change in 

transportation.   



 

Lastly, please be sure to discuss any changes concerning transportation with 

your child before they get to school so that they are not surprised or saddened 

about the change at the end of their day. 

Volunteers 
I welcome volunteers in the classroom.  Classroom volunteers are needed to 

help during instruction or with clerical tasks.  Instructional help includes 

assisting children during literacy centers, writing activities, and working one-

on-one with a student.  Clerical help consists of helping to prepare activities 

and materials that will be used in the classroom.  A “Volunteer Coordinator” 

will be asked to schedule volunteers and prepare a volunteer calendar each 

month.   

Odds and Ends 
• Encourage your child to talk about school and discuss his/her daily 

experiences.  Ask specific questions such as:  What story did you listen to 

today?  Who did you play with at recess? 

• Please make sure that all articles of clothing are labeled with your child’s 

name (i.e., jackets, hats, backpack, lunch box). 

• Scholastic Book Club order forms will be sent home monthly.  There is 

no obligation to order books, but it is an inexpensive way to enhance 

your child’s library and earn free books and materials for our class. 

• Please make sure to check your child’s backpack to ensure that regular 

toys and toy weapons are not brought to school.   

Final Thoughts 
I look forward to getting to know and work with your child.  If at any time 

during the school year you have questions or concerns regarding your child, 

please feel free to discuss them with me.  I will keep you informed of 

upcoming curricular topics and school events via the monthly newsletter, 

emails, and notes sent home.  In turn, please keep me aware of home issues 



which may affect your child during the school day (i.e., family concerns or 

physical/behavioral issues with your child or their interactions with other 

children). 

 

 ~ Mrs. Dettmer 


